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But I ſay unto you, That whoſoever looketh on a Woman 


to luſt after her, hath committed Adultery with ber 
already in his beart, 


TM E find by many Paſſages in this 
JS and the following Chapters, that 

FBS our Saviour had much to do to 
free the Law of God trom thoſe 
perverſe glofles and interpretati - 
ons, which the Ignorance or Ma- 
lice of men, afliſted by the ruſt and corruption of 
Time and Age, had faſtned to us ; it being proper 
to the Nature of man rather handſomly to deceive 
it ſelf, then willingly to go againſt a Viſible light ; 
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(4) 
to frame the Law to its own defires when it finds 
It hard to conform them to the Law, and ſecretly 
and by little and little co change the Senſe, though 
openly it retain the Letter, 

In this ſtate of things our Saviour now found 
the Zewiſh Church , wherein partly the Subrtilty of 
their Doftours and Rabbies, partly the Tradition 
of the Lawyers , and praQtice and cuſtome of their 
Courts had perverted the Law of God,underſtand- 
ing that looſely which was ſtriftly delivered, nd 
judging of thar carnally which was ſpiritually ins 
rended : Our Saviour therefore,that he might tully 
comply with his Prophetical office,takes upon him 
to reform theſe Abules, and to re{tific theſe Inter- 
pretations,which having done in the former Verſes 
concerning Murder , he begins in the 27 verſe to 
clear thoſe Miſtakes which had broken in upon 
this precept of Adultery ; Te have heard (faies he) 
that it was ſaid to thoſe of Old,thou ſhalt not commit 
Adultery ; But I ſay unto you, whoſoever looketh upon a 
Woman to tus} after ber, hath already committed Adul- 
terywith her in bis heart, Where by the way we mult 
note , that though the looking of a Man upon a 
Woman be onely ſpecified , yet the looking of a 
Woman 


C3) 


Woman upon a Man is equally intended ; and 
7 though Adultery be here only named, yet all the 


1 IF Species of it are underſtood ; onely our Saviour 

F having once infiſted upon that particular , cont 
| F ns his diſcourſe co it;that fo the Compariſon and 
* FI Proportion between the outward aQtions of the Bo- 


| FF dy, andthe inward attions of the Heart (which he 
Y principally aimed at) might more evidently , and 
more immediately appear. 

In the Words themſelves we may conſider theſe 
Parts, The Crime and the Fatt ; the Fad in theſe 
words,FHe that looketh upon a Wonan to luſt after her: 
The Crime in theſe , Hath committed Adultery in his 
heart, Where | 

Firſt, We thall conſider the Nature of Adultery in 

general. 

Secondly , Adultery as 1t.is reflrained to the heart 

onely. | Then : | 

Thirdly,In che matter of Fad we ſhail confider; 

Fir, The Lyfting after a Woman, 
Then The Looking upon her to luſl. 

After which (having thus explained the Terms 
and put the Caſe ) we thall endeavour to reſolve, 
How, and in what ſenſe this ſaying of cur Saviour 35 #0 
be underſtood, All 


(6) 

All which, when we have done DoGrinally, we 
ſhall go over the ſeveral parts again in the ſame 
Order, and propoſe ſuch Motives to your affeRiong 
as God hath been pleaſed to put into our mind, 

We begin with the conſideration of Adultery 
in general. Adultery, as It 1s the breach of that Faith 
which is ſolemnly given in Marrrage, whether ic be 
by the Man or by the Woman,a great Sin ſure; whe- 
ther in reſpett of Gog,or in reſpeGt of Men; in re. 
ſpe& of God, who was ſolemnly invocared to be a 
witneſs of that Covenant which we wilfully violate, 
in the preſence of whom and his bletled Angels, 
and the Church of Chriſt, the marryed perſons mu- 
tually promiſed their fidelity to each other, fo that 
( as the AposTle fates) they have now no longer power 
over their own bodies,in which they have parted with 
their right and property, and indeed they are now 
no longer their own but one anothers ; and ſo true 
and real is this Change, and ſo ncer and individual 
is this Union , that the expreſſion of the Apoſtle 
ſeems to be very high and hyperbolica!, and relith- 
ing ſomewhat of rhe Poet and the Lover, when he 
tells us that 1t 1s TR Sacramentum, a high and 
a holy Miſtery ; when he thinks ir to be a fit type 


and 


/ 
EP 3 
and reſemblance of that, which the moft ſtraining 
beiohts, the moſt gallant compariſons, and the moſt 
boaſting expreſſions of our Love and Poetry together 
come infinitely ſhort of ; and that is the Love and 
Union berween Chriſt and his Church; an Union fo 
neer, that it 1s indeed fleſh ;# his fleſh and bone of his 
be , for the fame Spirit chit conceived him con- 
ceivs that, dweils in that, quickens and enlivens 
ind moves that ; fo that it is not only figuratively 
ind miſtically,but truely and 1ideed his very Body, as 
the nouriſÞþment which 1 receive and digeſt, and be- 
comes informed with my Soul,is a part of my Body, 
ſo neer and fo wonderful 1s this Union, And as for 
the Love of Chriſt co his Church, it is a flame as far 
ranſcending ours as the heavenly does the elementary; 
this is that that brought him down from Heaven, 
from the Throne, nay from the boſome of his Fa- 
ther, that cloathed him with our corruption, our miſe- 
rable fleſh , debaſed him ro the form of a Servant, 
ind ſubjeed him ro thoſe mean,but withal co thoſe 
afeionate ſervices , which all our vain and mortal 
boe is fo far from approaching, that it muſt vaniſh 
and hide it ſelf before that facred Charity both with 


Pame and wonder ; and all this to teach us,how holy 
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and uvyolable the tyeand Union,how pure,how chap, 


how fervent , how unchangeable, how honourable the | 


Lowe of Marriage ought to be. 
A tran(greſſion therefore againſt this tye and 
this Love muſt needs be an heinous fin , heinous in 


reſpe& of God who is made a Witneſs to that Cove- | 
nant ; and in this reſpe& it was reaſonably done # 
of him who exceptec againſt the teStimony of an A- : 
dulterer as againſt a Man perjured already ; heinous | 
in reſpett of the perſon whois made a party to that | 
Covenant, with whom we ſo carelefly break our faith 
and loyalty, and laſtly very heinous in reſpe& of our | 
Neighbour, whoſe hedge we break down, and whoſe | 
encloſure we lay waſte ; whilſt we do not only pur- | 
loyn and defile and diſhonour that which 1s his moſt | 
proper poſſeſſion , that which 1s aſmuch his cn, as 
his own body is his I/ife; Not only difþonour her, | 
and her whole Family together, but we invade and | 
incroach upon his Inheritance alſo by making our } 
Baſtard his Heir ; ſuborning and ſtealing into the | 


potlefſion of his Eſtate the Son of that perſon,whom 


of all men living he has reaſon to deteſt for having | 
been his moſt cauſeleſs but moſt injurious enemy.You | 


ſee therefore the nature of the Crime here mentioned, 


how 
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wow great a ſin it is in reſpett of the Impiety towards 
God,and how great it is alſo in reſpeR of the Injury 
wards Men. 

fr comes next to be conſidered , that this Crime 
7s foul as it is)may be committed in the heart only: 
fl; that looketh on a Woman to luſt after her, hath al- 
rudy committed Adultery in his heart, 

In his heart ; that 1s, Though he hath not com- 
nicred it in the outward aft, but only in his will 
nd intention,for indeed it is the Will only that gives 
he ſlamp' and the valueto the outward aftions ; the 
ame AF in relpett of ſeveral intentions may either 
be a bloudy murther, or an hafly Manſlaughter , or 
nm unfortunate accident, or an innocent defence. That 
wich defiles a man (faith our Saviour) enters not into 
1man but cometÞforth from within him, from the heart ; 
here's the Fountainthat defiles the Streams,'tis not. 
he ſtreams that corrept the fountain.” ; 

That the Fews at this time, had,by their licentious 
nd indulged Traditions and Gloffes , very much 
dfaced and darkned this Truth , and had begor an 
Opinion' very' common to the Nation, That 2 for= 
karance of the Qurward a& onely was all thatrhe 
Lay of God required from them, may appear both 
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by the often and earneſt endeavours of our Saviour 
to aflert the Divine Law to its primitive, and ge. 
nuine and fpiritual Senſe, and to reſtore it to its | 
univerſal laticude and obligation upon the ſpirit of | 
Man; as alſo by a pallage 1 in the 12 Book of Jo- ? 
ſephus s Antiquities, who being himſelf a Learned, | 
and a Wiſe and Well. born perſon among the peo- 
ple, yet takes occafion to wonder at the Errour of }} ing 
Polybius the Grecian Hiſtorian ( as he accounts it) A jur 
Thar the Intention only of Sacriledge in Antiochus MY ot 


_ Vas the Cauſe why he was purſued with Divine Ven- IF 


geance,cnding a wicked life with a diſpairing and tor- ; ou 
turing death ; as if ſayes he, God uſed to puniſh Inten- Y n: 
zions only ? So much more you ſee the light ok Na- fi 
ture only in a Wiſe and un-interefſed Heathen was Þ 
able to diſcover, than the underſtanding of a Jay A i 
bred up to the knowledge of the Law,and otherwayes I 
Wiſe and Learned; only becaule it was betrayed and '} 7 
blinded by prejudice, and traditiqn of his Teachers, }} | 
Joſephus indeed were in the right, if we confider | 
Man only as a Citizen, as a member and part of 
a Community, ſo his thoughts and defires can come 
into no accompt ; no Tribunal here upon earth 
thar can take copnizance or exerciſe Juriſaiction over |! 
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that which paſſes within a man if it proceed not to 


wizard att, as to bumane Law he is reputed Inno - 
cent, and even in reſpe& of God alſo ; the outward 
i} being added much aggravares the faulr, draws 
more guilt and puniſhment upon the offender ; both 
becauſe when we proceed fo far, we give a greater 
&claration of our Will fully and perfefily conſent- 
ing unto fin ; and becauſe we then only offer In- 
jury,and occaſion much more Sin and ſcandal unto 
others : yet notwithſtanding,though the outward adi 
add to the guilt, yet it does not cauſe it, Our Savi- 
ours Doftrine ſtands good ſtill, That which defiles a 
nan proceeds from within , there the ſpiritual poyſon 
firſt Spreads ir ſelf ; the Sinfulneſs proceeds from 
the obliquity of the ations, from the unlawtulneſs, 
{rom the diſagreement it hath with the Divine Law, 
which ought to be the rule and meaſure of all our 
Altions : It is the tranſpreſſton of that that makes a 
ſn, and the tranſgreſſion of that, in this particular, 
that makes this particular fin. The conſent of the 
Will to an unlawful defire after a Woman,though no 
outward ai follow after, is that inward Adultery 
vhich our Saviour here ſpeaketh of,and fully com- 
prehends the nature of the Crime which I promiled 
to ſhew you, ; B 2 We 
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We come next to the matter of the Fa whichis | 
here double, Lufling and Looking; but firſt of L.uſting, 


Whar this Luſt here is, though many are guilty . 


of ir, yer perhaps there are many alſo that are ig. 


norant what the exaft. meaning of it is, that do nor © 
ſufficiently conceive the full laticude and extent of © 


It ; and they may indeed be more excuſable becauſe 
fr is 2 point that even S. Paul was once ignorant of: [ 
had not known luſt. Caies he,unleſs the law had ſaid thi 
ſhalt not Iuft, in the 7 rothe Romans, Whar, did 
did not S, Paul think we knew the Commandment ? 
or was he ignorant of that which even Pohbius an 
Heathen could diſcover, That the inward confert, the 
intention and reſolution to fin, was fin ? this certainly 
cannot be the meaning of this place, there muſt be 
ſome higher ſenſe of it then ſo. S. Fames will help 
us to the beſt Expoſition of it in his firft Chapter 
and 14 verſe, Every man, (ates he, is tempted, when 
be i3 drawn away and enticed by his own Iufts; they 
move blindly and ſuddenly to whatſoever 1s accep- 
table to the Fleſh and delightful tothe Senſe, without 
any advice of reaſon at all, without any ſubjefion 
to the fpiric of our Mind , without any conformmny 
themſelves to that which ought ro be the rule of 
humane 
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(13 ) 
humane aQtions , the Law of Gad. Now certainly 
that which tempts to evil muſt needs be Exil it ſelf, 
chat which 1s pertedly good cannot tempt us ; and 
theretore [ayes S. Fames, God cannot do it becauſe 
heis ſo. Whatſover does tempt us therefore mult 
needs be Emil, for temptation ro fin being an evil 
fuit muſt needs proceed trom an evil tree, a Tree 
that hath 1ts root as deep as the firſt (in of the firſt 
Man, and our Original corruption 1s the cauſe that 
there is any ſuch thing as unlawful lus? in us; un- 
awful 1 ſay which 1s therefore Evil, becauſe un- 
greeable and unconformable to the Law of God ; 
therefore Evil, becaule rebelling againſt the law of 
our Mind, and fo violating that order and harmony 
which God at hrlt placed in our Soul. 

But that we may more diſtinaly conceive the 
Luft thac is here ſpoken of, and the true nature of ir, 
it is fic chat we learn ic of S. James in his firſt Chap- 
er and 14 and 15 vertes, where he diſcovers the 
progreſs of it,and deſcribes to us the ſeveral ſteps and 
riſes and periods of this Evil. Every one #5 tempted,&c.. 

Out of which Words the Schools have obſerved 
*J three ſeveral ſteps and gradations of Sin, the Sug- 
"I zeftion, che Delight, the Content. Firſt the SuggeStion 
7 which 
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which1is not certainly ( as ſome conceive ) onely | 
when either our memory Or our ſenſe do propoſe to | 
us an Objett in ic ſelf delightful to the ſenſes, the in. | 
joying whereof is contrary to the Law of God, but | 
when it is propoſed to us under the conſideration | 
of being, enjoyed, when by the help and aſſiflance of | 


our nature and rebellious corruption , this very un- 


lawful enjoying is preſented and ſuggeſted ro our de. | 
fires, towards which the firſt motions, the ſtarts 
and beckenings and twitches of our deſires, are the 
firſt degree of fin ; then we are as the Apoſtle (ayes, | 


Drawn away by our lufts. 


The next is the Delight and contentment that we ? 
take in the contemplation of that unlawful enjoy- | 
ing; then Sin conceives faith S. Zames,tor it conceives 


with delight. 


The loft is that expreſs and formal conſent of * 
the Will to exerciſe and put in prafice what has been | 
thus ſuggeſted, and ſo delightful unto us ; then it * 
becomes, as S. Paul (ayes, 1 «jageric dnoleha,com- | 
pleat and perfedt ſin, And indeed theſe three degrees * 
are not unficly compared to the three perſons that | 
acted their ſeveral parts in the firſt ſin of Adam: ? 
Namely, to the Serpent, the Woman, and the = . 

| The : 
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The Serpent.chere's the inſinuating ſuggeſtion ; the 
Delight, there's the deceived Woman ; and the Conſent, 
there's all luſt ; the Man, and then all is complear. 
Now to draw our Diſcourſe to a hea{ , atter we 
have thus opened the Cale. The Queſtion now to 
be ſtated and reſolved is, Whether all or ſome only 
of theſe depgreesare here meant by our Saviour,when 
he tels us, That he that hooketh upon a Woman to luSl 
tfrer ber, bath already committed Adultery in his heart. 

Concerning the la{t, the expreſs and formal con- 
{ent of the Will to perform this fin, I have already 
ſhewed you, that it is direRly and properly char 
which our Saviour here calls the Adultery of the 
teart ; concerning the ſecond there may ſeem to be 
ſome difficulty ; 1 am not apt co maxe fins that God 
hath not;and I ſhould be very thie of determining 
the particular,but that I find thoſe who agree very 
little amongſt themſelves;namely, Dominicans, Zeſuits, 
Lutherans, Calwveniſts ; yet to agree upon this pornt, 
that that which they call DeleAatio Moroſa, ramely 
that the Delight about enjoying an unlawful Obje 
( if at: the leaſt ic have any ſtay and continuance in 


: JF ») isalforo be put in the ſame rank with Conſent 


it elf; beeauſe the IW.1I, ou it do not formally 


con(ent.,. 
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conſent, yet implicatly it does, becauſe it does not 


curband refrain, as by duty it is bound todo ; lt | 


offends as a Governour, though not asan Afor ; in 
ſuffering, though not in doing ; and that theretore 
even ſuch a del.ght in this particular fin , though 
we do notfully and reſolutely intend and purpoſe to 
commit it, 18 alſo comprehended under this, Adul. 
tery of the heart here ſpoken of by our Saviour. Laſt. 
ly, concerning the firſt degree, thole ſudden ſtarts 
and firſt motions towards unlawful atis,though they 
are evil in themſelves, yet out of Gods mercy, they 
are not ſo imputed to thoſe that are in Chriſt -- Not 
that the nature of them is changed, that of evil they 
ſhould become good ; but that the eff of them is 
changed, as to us-wards they are not evil to con- 
Aemnation ; that is, if we be afflicted and troubled, 
nor pleaſed and delighted with them, they are letc 
as the'Canaanites were amongſt the [ſraelites,to keep 
us humble towards God, and folicitous in our ſelves 
to exerciſe us, not to ruine us. Not that we ſhould 
yield, but that we ſhould conquer for our virtveand 
Tal; not for our deftruflion and condemnation. 
You ſee now what this JuSting is our Saviour 


ſpeaks of; we come.next to the Looking, He that 
looketh, 
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CIT 


boketh, Wc. Of which very briefly. 


There may be ſeveral ſenſes of theſe words, he 
that looketh to luft , for this me TO JMWur ny, 
this 2295 here denotes either the cvent of looking, 
or the end of locking ; the event of looking, that is, 
he that Jooketh and afterwards doth lu$, or the end 
of looking, that is, he that Jocketh purpoſely that he 
may luſt ; Concerning the latter of theſe, he that 
loketh purpoſely that he may luſt, he that imploys 
his ſenſes as FaQtors for his lufts, to provide fuel for 
that fire, and to ſearch out objetts for thoſe unlaw- 
ful defires, he that as the Apoſtle ſayes, has Eyes full 
of Adultery, and therefore look-th that he may lu, 
of ſuch a Perſon as this we fhall make no ſcruple 
todetermine, that he direQly falls under our Sa- 
viours cenſure here, and 1s one of thoſe that has 
already committed Adultery in his heart, 

Concerning the other; he that logketh onely and 
afterwards lufteth, though in that look of his he had 
no ſuch intention, yet it his curioſity or his negli- 
gence be ſo great, that he has no care at all of his 
fenſes, that ſuffers his eyes torun at randome, and 
makes no manner of covenant with them, and (ers 
no watch upon thoſe Windows at which death may 

C enter 


TS } 
enter in, 1t he fo Lok that he do luſt, it this exentdo 
enſuc upon ium by his%own detault, -it his foul þe 
lo like a City without Gates and Bars that alt Oh. 
jects arc Luitered to enter in without controu!, it 
he have no careat all of the firſt degree of fin, whic 
1s the ſuggeſtron, but entertains a Parley with this 
Serpent, and either negligently or curiouſly leads him. 
ſelt into remptation, 1t upon that luggeition the; 
follow delight, and with thac delight tin conceive; 
( much more it it proceed lo tar as to conlcnt and 
lo lin become pertedt and conſummate ) thous | 
pity his caſe much more then the tormer, yer 1 dare 
not abſolve him trom the guilt, but mult render 
him up to the cenſure ot our Saviour here, ana not 
out of my ſeverity, but out of my affection and care 
of his foul and his eternal good, I mult tel] him 
plainly and friendly, that I do more then tear, tha 
ſuch a look with ſuch an event enſuing, will at the 
Judgment ſeat of Chriſt be reckoned Adultery in the 
beart. 

| have at the length diſcovered to you the nature 
both of the Crime and of the Fad, and have ſtated 
the caſe and given you ſuch reaſons as to me ſeem 
concluding, why and in what ſenſe this fat of 1ok- 
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ing after 4 IWoman to luſt after jo ought to be repu- 
od the Committing Alultery i in ones Beart. | come 
2x: [0 propole foch motives to your attefions, to 
avoyd this crime and take heed of this F ad, as have 
oftered themſelves to my conſideration ; and firſt 
concerning Alultery, 

Bu: what ſhall lay of Adultery in an Aſkmbly 
of Christians, elpecially of ſuch Chriſizans as | hope 
nd am per{waded are here preſent to hear me ? a 
cine ſo 1mpious towards God, fo unju't rowards 
Men, fo unelean againft our ſelves ; this is a crime 


ayes 7ob, to be puuiſhed by the Fudves , the purity of 


the Law of Chriſt needs not trouble it felt about fo 
foul a fin as this 1s, civil Laws ought to take notice 
:nd puniſh this ; humane ſociety cannot ſubtift 
wich this fin : A crime that breaks through all Co» 
zenants, confounds all Races and Familics, diſturbs 
2nd unſettles all laheritances, and fills the whole 
Frl1wich Tumultand Madneſs and Contuſion. O 
my beloved Brethren, We need. ſeek no further 
cauſe of the contuſion of this State, then to have 
this crime frequent amongſt us ; of this fayes our 


Saviour, Difum eft antiquis, long ago this ſin has 


been forbidden, it has been reputed abominable 
& 49 EVET 
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(20 ) 
ever ſince Mankind has been upon the earth, in the 
darket times ; no Nation fo barbarous as not to 
acknowledg it, and in the wickedeſt of times (won. 
der not at my expreflions ) no Nation o extreamly 


civil as yet to forget it , even thoſe prodegies of 


luft and blood the Roman Tyrants themlelves enafted 
Laws and Penalties againlt it, and therefore tor my 
own part, methinks | tind my lelt in the ſame con- 
dition as that Law-giver was, who refuled to make 
a Law againſt Paricide, becauſe he preſumed no 
body would commit it ; and therefore he was loth 
to hatch it by forbidding of it, for 1t is of a much 
leſſer fin then this, though of ir ſelf great enough 
God knows, that St. Paul layes, Let it not once be 
named among Chriſtians; and theretore of this fin, 
' T hope we ſhall be fo tar from the Impudence of 
naming it, that we ſhall not ſo much as have the 
finfulneſs of thinking of ic. For let us confider | 
beſeech you onely two Motives upon which Sr, Paul 
per{wades us to avoyd Fornication, much more A- 
aultery, you ſhall find them in the firlt Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians ( a People whole City was very no- 
rorious for that Vice ) and the fixth Chapter of that 
Epiſtle, the Motives are briefly theſe, That they 
(hould 
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Cue 1 
hould therefore forbear that fin, becauſe their mem- 
bers were members of Chriſt, and becauſe alſo they were 
Temples of the Holy Ghoſt. Beloved, Ie of the Clerpie, 
ay ſomthing lomtimes concerning Sacriledve, and 
when we do ſo we are counted Fools tor our la- 
bour, but whether that which we call Sacriledge be 
{oor no, God will one day Judge, and I am hor- 
bly atraid lealt he be Judging it already ; bur 1 
ſay, be that as it will, I am ture, that which St. Paul 
ſneaks of here 1s Sacriledpe to the purpole, to pro- 
phane the Teniple of the Holy Ghoſt, a Temple which 
God has made, and not Man, a 7emple in which 
God inhabirs, wherein the Holy Ghoſt does truely 
nd licerally dwell and refiae, to prophane this, nor 


onely to worldly buſineſs, but to ſinful buſineſs, to lus}, 


to uncleanneſs, to Fornication, to take the members ot 


Chriſt and make them the members of an Harlot, as 
he Apoſtle layes, certainly my Brethren, it is the 
moſt rhetorical, the moſt empharical expreſſion 1n 
the whole Bible, the Members of Chriſt, (o pure, fo 
boly, ſo chaſte, fo honourable, and to make theſe 
the members of an Harlot : an Harlot, What's char ? 
Why what 1s ic but the Common Sewer, that receives 
al the filch of the Town, 1 humbly crave your par- 
don 
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% 


natural filthineſs, but the other receives all the my. 
ral filthineſs. We would account 1tan horrid thing 
tor one to take the Brgy of Chriſt, and tread it in 
the dirt under his feer, and tumble it up and down 
inthe Kennel ; why, it is much wore to take hi; 
members and make them the members ot an Harl : 
a creature that 1s made up of Lutt and Impirlence, 
and the abſence of all Vertue, more diſeaſed in hc 
ſoul then ſhe 1s in her body, not onely moſt abomi- 
nable to vertuous minds, but even to thoſe perſons 
themſelves that make uſe of her, nay 1 am perſwa- 
ded at that very time when they are carryed head- 
long with the violent rage of their impetuous luft, 
and yet to takethe members of an Harlot, why 'tis 
not poſſible the Apoſtle ſhould give a higher ex- 
preſſion then this. 

Beloved, we are apt to think that our members 
are our own,that we may do what we liſt with them, 
but St. Paul will tell us, we are much deceived, 

| Tou are bought with a Price, ſayes he in the laſt Vere, 
[ you are none of your own : A price, what price 


don for my expreflion ; it is indeed roo ſhort, ir * 
is not home enough : Alas ! this receives but the | 
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m1 
Gald, but with the precious blood of the Son of God ; 
nd after all chis colt beſtowed upon upon us ſhall 
ve fo unworihi:y imploy that which has been fo 
larly purchaſed, thall we any longer fin againſt 
gar own bodies with this foulneſs of Fornicatin ? 
Shall we to profane the Temples of the Hyly Spirit, 
nd to horriviy pollute and detile the 11.enbers of the. 
body of the Son of. God, O coafidec this you that 
orger God, leaithe pluck you away, and there be 
roze to deliver you ! O.contider, 1 belecch you, 
hat if you be once pluck. away tom being men- 
izrs of him who is the Saviour of the 1.71, thre 


--1MN no manner oft deliverance be let: either tor 


jour Body or your Soul / 

[ have done with this part, I pray God we have 
lone with the lame alfo; I come ncxt to (peak of 
the ſecond part, which 1s the Alultery cf the heart. 

And of this certainly many muſt plead Guilty, 
that are Jnnccent as to the other , and indeed the 
2uilt of this 18 ſo much leſs, as the damnation of one 
done is leſs th-n the damnation of two together, 
for the Adultery of the body cannor be committed 
by a fingle perſon, two together mult be involved 
In that guzlr, that's an aggravation that I did not 


tell. 
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tell you of before, and certainly it 1s a Conſideration 
that will one day fall heavy, and lye like a talent | 
of Lead upon the ſouls of the Adulterers and For. 
nicators, that when one of them 1s reclaimed from 
the errors of their way, and with bitter tears and 
loud cryes, with a ſad contrition of ſoul has begged 
a pardon from God and made a peace with Hea. 
ven, yetthe other runs ſtill at ryot in their former 
fins, drenched in thoſe habits of thoſe Luſts which 
they have cheriſhed and contradted together, eafic 
to be corrupted, but not ſo eafje to be reclaimed, 
the one going to life with pardon and repentance, 
the other with impenttency to death and damnation, 
O think, think beforehand what ſad thoughts con- 
ecrning this particular muſt one day poſſeſs you! 
how cloſe, how heavy it will fit ro your ſouls to 
have been the Authors of anothers unrepented fins, 
and the inſtruments of anothers miſery for ever, how 
foul, how black, how fooliſh this Wickedneſs will 
then appear to you, that the horrour will then be 
ſo great to you, that you will eſteem them to be in 
a degree of bleſſedneſs that have no fins to account 
for, but onely their own, and in reſpet of this 
Adultery of the Body, will repute it ſome approach- 
ing 
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ing towards Innocence, to have committed onely 


the Adultery of the beart. 

How great therefore muſt the other crime be,in 
reſpe& of which this here ſo condemned by our 
$aviour looks like Inmcence, and indeed well does 
ir deſerve to be ſo condemned , for alas ! what 
thanks is it to us if we have had the conſent co lin, 
though not the opportunity ? If we have forborne 
onely becauſe we have wanted the confidence of fol- 
licicing, or the probability of conſenting, or the con- 
veniency of attaining ? If we have therefore onely 
been lefs guilty becauſe God in his mercy has not 
permitted it in our power to be more! 


The Will is reckoned for the Deed in the fight of 


God, miſerable were we if it were nor: fo-in our 
good Works, and therefore it 1s but Juſt it ſhould 
be ſo in our i Works too ; before his Eyes All 
things are 'naked, (ayes the Propher, bur he tryeth 
the heart and reins, ſearcheth into the inward parts 
and corners of our ſouls, Mans Judgment muſt 
content ir ſelf with the appearance onely ; all the 
Hypotheſes , the Suppoſitions thac we can make here 
below muſt be according to the Phenomena onely, 


when we have falved them, and many 3;mes before 
D L1ar 
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( 26.) 


that alſo our bufineſs is done, but God he os the 


courſe and order of our thoughts, UnderSlands then * 


long before, ſayes the Plalmiſt ; Judges them by 
their cauſes, diſcerns the ſpring from whence they 
How, the end to which they run, the rule by which 
they are mea[ured, 

O if we would take the Omniſcience,and this Omni. 


preſence of God a little more to heart, what manner 


of perſons would we be in all holineſs of Conzerſa« 
tion ? What foul fins would we torbear out of the 
awtulneſs to the preſence of that infinite Majeſty? 
Whereas for want of this, what a oodly ſpeacle 
think you 1n the bght of God are ſome a. 
hearts ? 

We ſhould account it an horrid VIRY if any 
ſhould be ſovoyd of ſhame as to commit Adultery 
in publick.,, much more if ke ſhould do- it in a 
Church., much: more then that if he (hould do it 
before the whole Congregation , and that allo at the 


time when either our Prayers were offered to God, 


or his Meſſage delivered to us, ſuch an Ad ſure | 
we ſhould repute a Sacritegious Impudence , and [4 
there would no; be ſome Phinees awanting , that |: 
would be ready to. ſtrike through ſuch a Zinri & 
with © 


(27) 
with his Javelin ; yet in the fight of that God that 
macle the World , in the preſence of him who 1s 
the Judge of Spirits, how often do we commit 
this Adultery of the heart, in private, in publick, 
in the great Aſſembly ? I will not ſay in the Church, 
at the time of Prayers, of Sermon, <cve1 of this 
Sermon, whileſt I am ſpeaking againſt ir, and thac 
ſome come hither onely for that very purpoſe , 
yet ſome there are that ſtick not to fay fo, I wou'd 
not pray for any ſin, yet I pray God this be ra- 
cher malice then Truth , bur if any have been ſo 
miſerably Guilty as to come hicher with ſo foul an 
Intention, 1 hope God has this day mer him tn his 
Way, as the Angel did the madneſs of the Pro- 
pher, and that from henceforth he will proceed no 
further ; take heed, Sin ſo no more leaſt a worſe thing 
happen unto thee. 

But I am weary of this Dunghil, I have dwelr 
too long in the ſtench of it, I paſs therefore to my 
third part, from the Crime to the matter of Fat, 
He that looketh on a Woman to luSt after her ; be th:t 
luſteth. 

And here firſt of all C that we may refr«(h our 


ſelves with a better proſpe& then we have hitherto 
2 hd ) 


( 29 ) 
had ) let us firſt confider the extream. and wan. 
derful purity of the Law of Chriſt , that trouble 
not ir (elf about outwafd aftions,. contents not it 
lelt wich che conſent of the #7, but forbids the 
delight of the Appetite, and takes care even of the 
prime att=ctions and. firſt motions of the heart ro 
ſin, for as | ro!d you in the beginning , though 
theſe firſt motions ſhall not condemn us, yet ir is 
not becaule they are not evil. in themſelves , bur 
becaule they are not ſo imputed to us ; God layes 
not aſide his Zuſtice, but he takes to him his mercy, 
' he (ces thoſe firſt motions, and he fees them as 
fins, bur he ſees the Mediatour coo ; Nay he both 
{ces and hates theſe firſt motions, but it is as a 
Phyfician ſees the Diſeaſe of his beloved San,w1om 
he does no: therefore hate, becauſe he has that Diſ. 
cale, he hates the Diſeaſe but he loves his Son, and 
would therefore deſtroy the Dilcaſe, that he may 
iave the Chitd. 

How much therefore ought we to humble our 
ſelves before this gracious God ? Humble our 
ſelves beiore his Ju$tice, when we confider our 
own deſerts, and humble. our lelves before his 
mercy when we conſider his readineſs to pardon, 
and 


E- 


(29) 
and his: willingneſs to amend us ? How ought we 
0 put on ſuch affeftions to our ſelves as he has 
owards vs, to love our perſons , and to hate our 
grrupt.ons ? It we be pleaſed , if we he deligh:ed 
with them, there's no hope of cre ; nay there's 
no hope of pardon, we every minute grow ſicker 
ind ſicker, ill we are ſick unto death ; it we will 
recover our lot healch, we muſt grieve, we mult 
te angry with theſe Luſts, charme them away with 
our Prayers, wear them away with Faſting , vex 
them away with Labour, let a charitable Indut:y 
employ thoſe affedtions that woald break 0:7 into 
Luſt ; let it come forth in Fruir, thit would run 
our in Weeds ; the hearr of Man will (till be put= 
ing out ſomewhar, it Grace wo:k not, Corrupt.on 
vill ; 1t our heart be ſuffered tobe |:ke a ſtanding 
Pool, we mult expett the ſurface of it to bs co- 
rered with Froth and Scumme, where there 1s ful. 
els of Bread, and Idlene's ro boot, we mult «x- 
ſpet even the fins of Sodom to follow after ; God 
h1s pur it inco our power to avoyd or overcome 
theſe Tempcations , by Devorion, by Auftericy, 
by Buſineſs ; much more not to lead our {clves 
inzo.Tempration, Not to lock upon a Hom, that 
we 
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we may luſt after her, which is wy laſt part, H, 


that loketh. 


And here I muſt not paſs by a good Obſerya. 
tion ol Saint ChryſoStome upon this Text of our S4- 
viour , He that looketh upon a Woman, &c. that 
though at the firſt bluſh it may appear to be Dy. 
rus Sermo, a hard ſaying, and we areready to cry 
cut with the Diſciples, Who can bear it, yer if 
we conſider it well, fayes he, it will anpear to 
have more of Gentleneſs and Lenity then of Bard. 
nels and Severity : Had our Saviour indeed in- 
joyncd us to looke, and withall forbidden us to 
luſt, it had bcen perhaps to many men as 1t he had 
bidden them to ſtand by the fire and yet tocbid- 
den them to be warm, but when he forewarnes us 
of our danger and thews how to avoyd It, when 
lie tells us if we be apt to Luft , we ſhould rake 
care not to Looke, this ſure is Mercy and Lenity, 


tcr 'tis as if a Friend ſhould thus adviſe us, has | 
Drunkenneſs at any time put you in danger of 

your lie, and are you apt to be overcome with | 
Wine when you drink ic? If you have not the | 


gift of Temperance, focbear it alrogether, better 
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(31) 
o drink no Wine at all, then to be in Danger of 
Death by it ; So our Saviour here, Can you not 
mke a Covenant with your Heart not to Lu ? 
Why then make a Covenant with your Eyes not to 
Locke ; 1 am ſure that is in your power, 1t you 
would no: ſin, do not run into temptation. 


But you will ſay, Why, to what end was Beauty 
made then, if it were not made to be ſcen and 
Led upon ? Here's a Doftrine that turnes all 
things into the firſt Chaos , thar brings darkneſs 
won the World again, or at the leaſt makes light 
wholly unuſeful , for what uſe is there of Light, 
if Vplineſs and Beauty muſt be equally forborne ? 
S wiſe weare for our own hurt, and ſo witrily as 
we think we Argue for our own deſtruftion, the 
Light we know 1s a beautiful Creature, and a plea. 


| ſant thing it is to bebol the Sun , ſayes Solomon, yer 


ve think 1t very reaſonable for the Phyfician 
to lay to us, Are your Eyes ſore? Then torhcare 
to Jooke upon that beautiful Light, and in the mean 
time we do not think it reaſonable for the Phyſf1- 


clan of our Soules to ſay to us, Are your Eyes, 


Lyſiful ? Then forbear to Hoke upon that Beauti- 
f.þ 
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ful Woman ; Yes, perhaps we begin to think ir © 
ſomewhat reaſonable , but we ſtruggle againſt it © 
with grudging and diſcontent, juſt as the ſick man 
does againft his Phyfician, that out of his care tg 

him has ſtritly forbidden ſuch or ſuch a meat, he 
thinks tit to obey ar laſt, but with ſuch a repine. 
ing, ſuch a languiſhing, an unwilling obedience, 
as if he had now no pleaſure lefc in life , as it it * 
were all one to him to refraine this and to dye, 
what care now has the Phyſician for ſo perverle, ſo 
wrangling an Appetite, but to deal plainly with 
him, that he mayearte if he pleaſe, but it he co he 
will certainly dye? So,here, What, take away all 
pleaſure of life , no. looking upon that beautifull 
Sex ? as good then pull out our Eyes alſo ; Right 
ſayes our Saviour ( reſolutely ſhaking off this 
wrangling Sophiſtry ) not onely as good, but you 
had better do fo then Lu$?, If thine Eye offend, © 
jayes he in the next Verſe, yea though it be thy *? 
right Eye, moſt dear , moſt uſefull ro thee, yet © 
pluck it out , though it be with paine , and cafl it ; 
#rom thee, though it be with regret, for thine Eves ; 
were given thee for thy benefit, to direft thee in I! 
thy way ; not to be unto thee an occafion of fal- }? 
ling, Þ 
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( 33 ) 
ling , better one of thy Members ſhould perith 
then 1hy whole body be caſt into Hell ; if thine Eye be 
more worth then chy whole body, it to {65k with 
the danger of l[uſling be a greater pleaſure then 
te ſuffering of Hell fire be a pain, then look 
on and ſpare not ; but if, as the Prophet ſayes, 
Na Man can dwell with perpetual burnings, then ture 
It is better to forbear a ſhorr pleature then to 
hazzard eternal torment, 


Well perhaps at laſt we are reſolved to obey 
this precept, yet our Nature is ready *o cry 
our Durus Sermo, "tis a hard task though, and 
to finful men it 1s fo indeed; My brethren (1 
beſeech God every day to make it ealyer to 
every one of us) but remember withal, that 
Hell's an ill place, and Heaven is a very good 
one ; that Chriſt hath pertormed a much harder 
ask for our ſakes; that the bufinels we are 
now upon , is matter either of eternal death 
or eternal life ; that Strat is the Gate, and 
Narrow is the Way that leadeth to that life, an4 


I ſw there be that find it, that Heaven is entred 
4 Violence, and the Violent take it by force, not 
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getting thither unleſs we offer force and violence 
to our corruptions and IuSFs, and put a curb and re. 
ſtraint upon our natural inclinations, a watch and 
a guard upon our outward ſenſes ; I confeſs it is a 
hard task, but that I may make jt more eaſy to 
you I ſhall now ſay ſomwhat ro the other Sex, 


and I ſhall at laſt turn my diſcourſe from thoſe 


that look to thoſe thac are hooked upon. 


For you are they that muſt affiſt in this Care, 
and contribute your part to the obſervation of 
this precept of our Saviour ; for 2s God has 
committed to men the proteQtion of your ſfety, 
ſoalſo he hath intruſted ro you the conſervation 
of their chaſtity. To look upon you (as things are 
carried by the cuſtome of this Country ) tor the 
moſt part lyes wholly in their power, bur to look, 
ſo that they may not Ju$}, that commonly lyes 
yery much in yours ; For let the fruit be never ſo 
pleaſant to the eye, 1f there be no hope that ic will 
be fir for food,the-Serpent will have but ſmall incou- 
ragement for his temptation ; It may indeed fall 
out, that if Angels themſelevs ſhould deſcend from 
heaven, and appear cloathed in humane Beauty, 

| - there 
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there may not want ſuch ſons of Belial that may 
even break through a door to attempt their chaſlity, 
but theſe are the children of S9dome. Our Cityes 
have few ſuch inhabitans, few men are come to 
that excellency of wickedneſs as to be like Satar; 
himſelf, who delights to tempt the virtuous moſt; 
No, no, that wretchedly miſcalled Love, that has 
ſeduced fo many ſouls to their ruine : that which 
our Saviour calls by its true name, how gently ſo- 
ever we may think fit to deal with it, that which is 
indeed our Ileneſs is made our buſineſs, has not yet 
arrived to ſuch Poetical tasksas to have impoſſibi- 
lity for its obje& ; they are Fools only which fic 
down to velw a ſtrength which themſelves eſteem 


8 Impregnable. 


A Woman certainly may if ſhe pleaſe carry her 
{elf with that gallantneſs of Chaſtity, and be ſo for- 
tified by a publick repucation ; that even in the mid- 
deſt of a crooked generation, when weaker places 
are daily taken in about her, yet ſhe may ſtand a- 
lone,not only unconquered and unattenipred, but even 
unhoped for and undefired : She may be fo con. 
lecrated by her known Virtue, that nothing that 1s 
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vile , nothing that has but ſuſpition of evil ſhall 
dare to approach her ; that we ſhall not have the 
confidence to dart any Lock to her face that we 
would not ſen up towards Heaven ; nor preſent a- 
ny Suit to that Ear, that we would not bring to 
the Temple and the Altar ; And as when ve lee 
a comely and magnificent ftruture dedicated to 
the Divine Service, it adds an advantage even topi- 
ous thoughts , and ſtrikes religious reverence into 
all ſober men , whilſt the very beho!ding cheſe 
things to be conſecrated ro God(which were they 
applyed even to ill uſes, would yet retain in them- 


. ſelvesan inherent exelkncy ) does even by our ſenſes 


lead us on to Devotion, and cauſes a ſecret and hap- 
py conſent and harmony between the Spiritual and 
Senſible part of Man in holy duries ; ſo alſo thole 
perſons whom God hath built in an extraordinary 


manner, and indued with Beauty above others, if 


theſe I 1ay, in an age and complexion and conſti- 
rution ripe for delight,” and ſeaſoned for pleaſure, 
ſhall yer confecrate themſelves to God and his 
ſervice, by works of Piety, and Charity, and not only 
by an unblemifhed Jife, but by pure and unſpot- 
ced thoughts preſerve themſelves either in a fing'e 
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FJ © France, proceeded from the Beauty ard agree- 
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Or conjugal Chaftity : O what good is there that 
theſe perſons may not do! How many men may 
they condut to Heaven, that might perhaps have 
been fo unfortunate, as to have followed , had 
they led on , to Hell * What a teſtimony will it 
x to Religion , to lee the belt and choiceſt things 
thus conlecrated to it? How will they be like 
me Fat of the Sacrafice to increaſe Mens Devotion; 
nd how exceedingly to the honour of their Cre. 
atour , will they be able ro imploy that natural 
Dominion that Beauty enjoyes over the hearts o: 
ths SpeCatours. 
\ 


For, Beloved, T hope we are not fo vain or 
o wicked, as to think that Beauty is none of Gol's 
Gitts, ſure if it be it ' may be imployed to Jus 
Glory, Men may behold it to their Benefit as well 
35 look upon it to Luft, God has not lent 1t into 
the World as a trap and a ſnare only to do mit- 
chief, and given it fo great a power over the 
Sul of Man only to de$troy it; No, no, We read 
n the EcclefraSlical Story , how great an influence 
towards the Converſion of the firſt Chriſtian Ning 
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(35 ) 
ableneſs of his Chriſtian Wife, And even in our © 
Engliſh Story we find thus much, thar God ſtirred A ( 
up the heart of Gregory the Pope, to ſend Preachers I | 
ro our Saxon AnceStours , only by beholding the 
Comelineſs of ſome of the Inhabitants then Pri. 
{oners at Rome ; and in the wonderful Providence 
of God, it was ſo diſpoſed , that the firſt occaſion 
of the Converſion of this Nation, was the Beauty ot 
the People. 
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Thus you ſce God has plac'd it in your power, Þ | 
to te the Inſtruments either of much Good or } | 
much Ewil ; and puts it to your choice , whether I | 
you will lead after you a train and retinue of Þ} | 
Hearts, towards Bim ,, or towards his Ene- Þ 
my. 


] hope none here will be Authors of a Defefi.on | 
from God ; None that will be like the IMdolaters *} 
Zemple, fair and goodly without , but within con- © 
rain nothing but an Ape, or a Goat, or ſome more | 
deformed Monſter : None that fo adorns, 10 ſets |] 
out her ſelf, that ſhe may be looked on , that ſhe E 
may be lu$ed after ; that even defires to be an 
Ooje 


(39) 


0bjedt of the Sins of Men, and accounts it her 
Glory that ſhe has been to many an occaſion of 
falling ; if there be, I muſt tell her very plainly, 
That the fire of Lyft cannot be kindled without the 
fire of Hell roo. If ſhe can endure this hearcafrer, 
lt her pleaſe her (elf in kindling that here, Bur 
[ hope there are none preſent whom this Adnion!= 
tion may concern. 
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Only to thoſe who have Learned Chrift,I have a 

\ . T few more Words to ſay,and it is, That they will but 
kr.ouſly confider one expreſſion of St. Paul, it 

* Jian expreſſion which before they have heard of 
" | inthis place, and it 1s only theſe Words, As it 
. | becomes Women Profeſing Godlineſs, that they would 
I but throughly weigh the Emphabis of theſe words 

J Profeſſng Godlineſs : Can it ſtand with the Pro- 

2 | feflion of Godlineſs to be aſhamed of Chriſt before 
5s {| Men? When you have been converfſing with him 
. {| ina good Book, or a good Diſcourſe , or a good 
e |} Prayer, or a good Meditation ; and lewd Com- 
pany break. in upon you; can it become you to 
4 be aſhamed of any good Words as long as they are 
| there? Not to afford one ward in the behalf of 
| : Chrift 
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Chriſt in that 1ll Company ; bur bluntly to ſay to 
him, Lord 1 defire thee to leave me now, and * 
to come again at night tome by my Beds fide, or © 


to morrow Morning in my Cloſet; I muſt now 
comply with this Company ; We muſt diſcourſe 
who loves and 1s beloved , Call that Love which thou 
call'ſt Adultery, give 1t a gentler Name, put a bait 
upon the hook that it may be ſure to be ſwallowed; 
Or it not bear our parts of the Diſcourſe, yet giye 
aime at leaſt : Let the Sin receive ſome counte- 
nance from us, and our reputation of Godlineſs be 
ſo far from giving a Reproot, that we ſhew not the 
leaſt diſlike, rather be rude to thee then them, 
Can this think you become Women that Profeſs Goe 


lineſs. 


Much leſs can it become you to ſufter Men to 
make ſuch Addrefles to you, as your ſelves know 
ro be wholly repugnant tothe Law of Chris?, and 
extreamly contrary to the modeſt retyredneſs of 
your Vertuous Anceſtors ; to call that Friend(hip 
which neither tends tro Honour here, nor Salvation 
hereafter : If indeed it be Friendſhip, ſure we 


{hall with comfort remember it at or Prayers, 
] 


(41 ) 
Il would we could gladly think of that and God 
together; however ſo it becometh Women pro- 
telling Godlinels to do, I am lure it doth not 
Lecome them, when they night be as an Apple 
of the tree of lite, to lead men to Blelledneſls, 
to ſuffer themſelves to be made an Apple of 
Good and Evil, to lead men into temptation ; 
to be once patient to be loked upon, that they 
may be luſted after, rather with Moſes to caſt 
2 vail over their faces, if at any time, elpeci- 
ally at prayer time, there be ſuch a glory in it, 
that it cannot be beheld without offence, Sure 
ic will be a trouble to us one day, even a- 


'F gainſt our will to have been an occafion of 
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other mens fins, and how light ſoever we may 
eſteem of thele wounds we thus make, yet all 
our skill will not make them up againe; No 
Phifitian can cure them but the holy Spirit, and 
no Medicine can heal them but the Blood of 
the Son of God, O conſider therefore the 
nords I have handled, how great the Crime , 
how dangerous the Fa# / If you will not con- 
q fider them, confider ar leaſt, who it 1s that 
 layes here, [ ſay unto you, 1 who love your 


F Souls 


a © Bag 
Souls more then all the World does your By. 
dyes; 1 who certainly underſtand your Sins, for 
| have borne them all, and exaUlly weighed the 


leaſt of them; Laſtly, I who muſt Judge thoſe fins 


and give ſentences upon them, according as my | 


ſelf and not any of you have named them; 
Confider I ſay what it is that is Spoken, and who 
ie is that Speaks it , and I doubt not but your 


Praftice will be thereatter. 
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